
Using Vision to Recruit & Retain New 
Members of Neighborhood Associations



Today’s Workshop Goals:

• Learn from community experts and leaders

• Connect with each other on issues that matter to us

• Come away with viable action steps
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CHICKASAW
Neighborhood

Donovan Taylor, President

Chickasaw Neighborhood Federation, Inc.
E-mail:  chickasawunity@yahoo.com

Website:  www.neighborhoodlink.com/louisville/chickasaw/main.html 

Look What We Can Do…



Chickasaw Neighborhood Map

Miles Park



Chickasaw Neighborhood
Louisville, Jefferson County, Kentucky

 The Chickasaw Neighborhood stands uniquely among the

Greater Louisville neighborhoods, offering beautiful and

diverse homes, historic amenities, community-based

institutions, and the well-known Olmsted designed

Chickasaw Park.

 In 1922, the area was officially named the Chickasaw

neighborhood upon the opening of Chickasaw Park, which

at that time was designated for the city’s black residents.

 The Chickasaw neighborhood is made up of 26

subdivisions, both Alpha Gardens and the riverside

Westover being the most well-known.

 The neighborhood boundaries are: Ohio River – west,

Broadway – north, 34th Street – east, and Woodland

Ave./Fordson Way/Miles Park – south.



Chickasaw History & Values

 Chickasaw has a history of residents promoting self-help

ethic - a concept of neighbors working together to improve

the quality of life of one another and the community.

 Self-help ethic was the motto for Little Africa, a black

community establish after the Civil War that encompassed

much of eastern Chickasaw, whose residents were known to

come together to clean streets and address area neglect by

city officials.

 A historical marker (#2234) stands in front of the quaint home

at 4403 Virginia, which honors former Chickasaw residents

Carl & Ann Braden for their life long fight against racial

prejudice and injustices against the poor throughout Louisville

and Kentucky.

Little Africa 

Historic Marker
(Virginia & 264)

Carl & Ann Braden
Civil Rights Activist



Chickasaw Park

 In 1921, the city purchased the Whallen property and
developed Chickasaw Park.

 Chickasaw is an Olmsted designed, originally having
winding paths, a wading pool, and tennis courts.

 The park also features the Dr. Aaron Brown Fitness
Walk Path, in honor of the former director of Park
DuValle Health Center, designated in 1987.

 The park is widely used by area residents and guests
for friendship gatherings, family reunions, church
activities, and individual relaxation.

 The riverside park offers a beautiful view of the Ohio
River and green habitation of southern Indiana.



Chickasaw Living

 Chickasaw has long been a great neighborhood to live, work, and

play. An area of kind and considerate neighbors. A great place

for families and children.

 Chickasaw has a distinct housing stock, ranging from beautiful

riverside properties, charming ranch-style residences, adorable

shotgun homes, and other uniquely styled bungalows.

Carl & Ann Braden Home

4403 Virginia Ave.

Doerhoefer Mansion

Broadway & 45th Street

Former Home of A.D. King

(Brother of MLK)

Southwestern & Greenwood



Chickasaw Amenities & Resources

 Chickasaw Park Southwestern Pkwy & Greenwood Ave.

 Carl & Ann Braden Home 4403 Virginia Avenue

 Big Momma’s Restaurant 4532 W. Broadway, 502.772.9580

 Doerhoeffer Mansion & House 4400 & 4422 W. Broadway

 First Virginia Baptist Church 3601 Virginia Ave., 502.774.3961

It was the first black church in the area to play chimes from its tower, “Don’t let it be said TOO LATE! TOO LATE!...”

 Flaget Community Center & Field 4425 Greenwood Ave., 502.574.2821

 Foster Elementary School 1401 S. 41st Street, 502.485.8253

 Marrs Memorial Baptist Church 1310 Cecil Ave., 502.774.8740

Established in 1902 as South Parkland Mission it was later relocated to Cecil Ave. and renamed in honor of Dr. Elijah 

P. Marrs a brilliant ex-slave, Civil War soldier, educator, politician and minister.

 Shawnee Branch Library 3912 W. Broadway, 502.574.1722

 West End School for Boys 3628 Virginia Ave.

Formerly the Virginia Avenue Colored School that was later renamed Jessie R. Carter Elementary School in 1970 in 

honor of the schools first’s principal.  The building was designed and constructed by Samuel Plato, one of the 

earliest black architects in the country.



Chickasaw Residents & Leadership

 Chickasaw area residents have long contributed to the
Greatness of Louisville, Kentucky.

 In the past, local leaders such as educator Joseph S.
Cotter and Dr. A.J. Duncan, the “mayor” of Little Africa,
worked through the Parkland Improvement Club to better
the community by adding sidewalks and mailboxes, and by
cleaning and leveling streets.

 Today, Chickasaw is home of several distinguished
Louisville citizens who promote responsible, quality living, to
name a few: Ebonee Cochran – REACT, Judge Toni
Stringer, Councilwoman Cheri Bryant-Hamilton, State Rep.
Darryl Owens, State Sen. Gerald Neal, and Rev. Dr. Kevin
Cosby.

 All the same, Chickasaw is truly supported by the collective
work and energies of its lesser known residents.

Ebonee Cochran

REACT

Sen. G. Neal

33rd District

Judge T. Stringer



Chickasaw 

Advocacy & Accomplishments

 Vacant & Abandoned Properties Improvements

 Cecil & Greenwood Vacant Commercial Buildings.

 Combating grass and plant overgrowth

 Greenwood Cemetery Cleanups

 Chickasaw Park Improvements

 Olmsted Park Conservancy collaborations.  

 River view and tree landscape initiative.

 Chickasaw pond cleanup and pollution mitigation.  

 Housing & Quality of Life Preservation

 Doerhoefer House historic preservation.

 Transitional Housing Ordinance



Chickasaw Activities & Events

 WLOU Summer Fest @ Chickasaw Park 
 A long-time event sponsored by the local radio station, 

WLOU, celebrating family and community through music 

and entertainment.  

 Chickasaw Neighborhood Heritage Tour
 The tour is designed to showcase and celebrate the rich 

history of Chickasaw, its residents and stakeholders, a 

reminder that by self-help we can move forward.  

 Chickasaw Neighborhood-wide Cleanups

 An effort through action to improve attitudes and 

behaviors on eliminating trash and debris that litter 

neighborhood streets.  



Chickasaw Neighborhood

A Great Place to 

Work, Live & Play!!!
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Tim Holz
President 
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Developed as one of 
Louisville’s original Suburbs 
between 1870 -1930

From a 1913 atlas of Louisville
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• Retain 80% of 
the original 
structures



Cherokee Triangle Association
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• 376 Resident Household Members or 14.6% of total living units are members.

• 431 Total Association Member Households – 55 Non-Resident or Business

• Board of 18 Trustees 

• 6 Trustees elected to a three-year term each year

• Trustees have a term limit of two terms (6 years)

• Must be off the board for a minimum of 1 year to be eligible for re-election to the board

• Leadership elected annually by the board

• Have one part-time paid administrative staff person

www.centerforneighborhoods.org



Cherokee Triangle Association
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Cherokee Association formed 1962
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1. To unite property owners in the Cherokee Road-Cherokee Parkway area and vicinity in 
Louisville KY.

2. To encourage civic improvements and betterments in that area.
3. To promote community activities and interest of an educational or civic nature in that 

area.
4. To cooperate with other organizations having similar objectives.
5. To promote community planning, area development, and the furthering of public 

aesthetic consciousness, for the educational benefit of the general public, both directly 
and by the application of assets to the use of individuals or any corporation, trust, fund, 
or foundation whose purposes and operations are in the field of civic education.

www.centerforneighborhoods.org

Original Purposes



Cherokee Triangle Association

June 4, 2016

1. To provide a forum for discussion of neighborhood matters and an institution to promote 
neighborhood improvement and activities with that purpose;

2. To foster awareness of the neighborhood as a desirable place to live;

3. To cooperate with other organizations having analogous objectives;

4. To encourage community planning, area development and aesthetic and historic 
awareness by direct action and/or by allocation of corporate assets to other organizations 
and individuals as outlined by Section 501(c) of the United Stated Revenue Code.

www.centerforneighborhoods.org

Current Purposes



Provide a forum for discussion of 
neighborhood matters
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discussion



foster awareness of the neighborhood 
as a desirable place to live
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encourage community planning, area 
development and aesthetic and historic 
awareness
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cooperate with other organizations 
having analogous objectives
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Questions / Discussion
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Made possible through our sponsors . . . 
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